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As we discussed earlier, the benefit of classifying an item as a free-flowing Group
A Plastic has the major advantage of being able to reduce to a Class IV

commodity design criteria. Even though most Authorities Having Jurisdiction
(AHJs) will not have adopted the 2016 standard now or in the near future, I would
still encourage everyone to look closely at it from beginning to end. One common
misconception is that a plastic that meets the 2016 composite materials standard
is exempt from the qualification criteria in Group A. The 2016 NFPA 13R standard

is the most comprehensive standard to date and is required for retrofit
installations. I have no doubt that many of those who were not familiar with NFPA
13R when the 2016 edition was published will be familiar with it today. The new
2015 standards provide important clarifications to existing code provisions that
could actually be simplified and made more clear. Though not required under
NFPA Article 32, the NFPA standard for Electrical Equipment in Nave Projects
(NFPA 2000) specifies that portable panelboards be located away from the

hazardous location where the high risk of explosion is highest. This may create an
issue for electrical equipment that is adjacent to a control panel for security. My
building's NFPA 13R system does not have fire wall separation in the stair areas.
We have separation where the fire wall continues to the maintenance offices and

a straight wall leads to the security guard desk in the sub-basement. If I recall
correctly, the assumption of what is a primary and what is not is based on the
fact of whether the alarm is NFPA or NFPA 13R. If you leave out the primary

criteria, the only way to know if a source is a primary or secondary is by watching
the alarm if the activated.
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a few of the exceptions to the class i-iv hierarchy are: 5.6.1.4.2 storage of articles of potable
water that are packaged or will not be exposed to the air. this exception applies when the water is

packaged in tightly wrapped bottles or cans, drums, or similar containers or vessels containing
water. 5.3 storage of pharmaceuticals, biologicals, and chemicals that are packaged in tightly
wrapped bottles, containers, or cans.4 storage of raw materials, semi-processed materials, or
finished products that are packaged in tightly wrapped plastic bags, boxes, or drums. in the

example of a warehouse storage area, the warehouse will be permitted to be classified at the top
of the storage grouping, but it will not be required to have a fire alarm on top of the container as

required for class i. this is to allow packaged commodities that contain a minimum level of
flammability to store on pallets, for example, without a fire alarm. the concept of storage class is
based on two primary types: material, which is the basis of classification, and container, which is
the means of protecting material. nfpa 13, in its prepared statement of the code working group,

defines group a plastics as "a broad class of flammable liquids and gases that are in a free flowing
state at ambient temperature." the 2013 handbook for fire protection engineers (hffe) defines
group a plastics as, "any plastic with a fire point of less than 330of (167oc) that will flow freely

without the assistance of a force, such as gravity, at ambient temperatures." the 2016 handbook
for fire protection engineers (hffe) defines group a plastics as, "a broad class of flammable liquids

and gases that are in a free flowing state at ambient temperature." 5ec8ef588b
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