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the library remains the best part
of sampletank2. stretched
samples are still its main
attraction (although they still
sound just as artificial as before),
and it still includes basic sample-
manipulation tools to patch the
sounds back together, with a
decent enough selection of preset
effects. more impressively, it now
contains a basic loop-player,
which features a fairly useful
store where you can view and edit
your entire sample library,
making it easy to find the right
parts, and a more powerful
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version of the editor with the
ability to edit loop banks. as a
result, you can now use
sampletank to essentially write a
new groove or fill, then use a
seguence of loops from the
master synth to build a section of
a song. while this is useful, it's
still not the same as using a multi-
sampled instrument to do the
same job, and the basic library
will only be useful for the truly
iInexperienced. sampletank2 is a
big set of files with big ambitions.
it's a solid product if you can
make your peace with the lack of
some of the more useful features,
and if you can get past its flaws, it
can sound great. if your tastes are
strongly in one or other direction,
it can be a big win over the old
version. if not, you'd be better off
getting it second-hand, or
updating versionl to version2.
unfortunately, because of its long
history, sampletank has not

2/6



always been the most user-
friendly of sequencers. there's
lots to like about the programs in
the current version, but if you
need to ask the question 'should |
buy this?', the answer will
probably be 'no, not right now'.
the things i like most about
sampletank are its superb quality
of sound, the huge scope of its
sound content, the size of its
library, the fact that it's easy to
export both sampled loops and
midi data, and the fact that it's all-
In-one.
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at the top left of the sampletank
screen is a new vu meter. clicking
on it toggles between unlimited
and limited view, and provides a
more comprehensible display
than an earlier equivalent. below
that is the basic interface, the
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patch inspector. this provides
access to all of the parameters on
a patch, and provides a clue as to
how the patch will sound. for
example, clicking on the
stretching tab brings up a tiny gui
interface, which offers to turn off
the time stretch engine, and
controls two separate sections of
the stretch engine, which in this
case are set to the most extreme.
the controls available are the
same as those in the sampletankl
editor, but no new functionality is
available. a feedback check
button lets you view a summary
of how your patches behave
during a real-time playback.
alternatively, if you're not looking
for a sampler, then sampletank4
and sampletank2 offer the most
compelling value for the money,
and i reckon that in many ways,
they're even better than a fully-
fledged sampler. although
sampletank lacks some core parts




of a sampler in the age of the
32-bit mpcl1000, the sampler style
ui remains and most of the
operations are covered. as well as
the standard browser view,
sampletank can also handle the
Interface of bridgeloop. it can
synchronise and alter its own
sample files and send them back
out via midi. though it's way out
of reach of most people, it's also
possible to link with and share
your own song files using
soundfonts or vst plugins. put it
all together and you have a great
mix of features, both old and new,
that any self-respecting sampler
junkie or looping aficionado will
be looking to find out how to
integrate into their studio.
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